90                              DELESSEPS
I am the only person who believes it to be possible,
that is tantamount to saying it is impossible. What
is wanting to make it acceptable to the public is a
basis of some kind, and it is in order to obtain this
basis that I seek your co-operation.
" I am referring to the piercing of the Isthmus
of Suez, which has been talked of from the earliest
historical times, and which, for that very reason,
is regarded as impossible of execution. For we read,
in fact, in the geographical dictionaries that the pro-
ject would have been carried out long since if the
obstacles to it had not been insurmountable.
" I send you a memorandum which embodies my
ancient and more recent studies, and I have had it
translated into Arabic by my friend Duchenoud, who
is the best of the Government interpreters. This
document is a very confidential one. You will form
your own opinion as to whether the present Viceroy,
Abbas Pasha, is the man to comprehend the benefit
which this scheme would confer upon Egypt, and
whether he would be disposed to aid in carrying it
out."
The answer that came was decidedly in the negative.
Abbas Pasha was not the man to concern himself with
such an undertaking. A further feeler put out towards
Constantinople brought no better result. Turkey could
not take the initiative for a work to be executed in
Egypt, where the Viceroy alone had the right to decide
what should be done.
So for a time the great scheme had to be shelved, and
De Lesseps concentrated his attention once more upon
the model farm.